Bylaw # 2-22 Animal Control Bylawj

VILLAGE OF MEACHAM
Bylaw# 2-22
A Bylaw to License and Regulate Animals

The Council of the Village of Meacham, in the Province of Saskatchewan, enacts as follows:

Part | — Title & Purpose

1%
2.

This bylaw shall be cited as “The Animal Control Bylaw”.

The Purpose of this Bylaw is:

a) To provide for licensing of cats and dogs;

b) To Control and regulate cats and dogs;

c¢) To control and regulate other animals including exotic and wild animals.

Part Il — Definitions

3.

In this Bylaw:

a) “Animal Control Officer of Warden” or “Bylaw Enforcement Officer” is any
corporation, person or persons engaged by or appointed by the Village of Meacham
for the purposes of bylaw enforcement and to restrain, receive or impound animals
under the provision of this bylaw;

b) “Service dog” means a dog used to assist persons with disabilities or used by the
police service;

c) “Atlarge” means if the animal is off the premises of its owner, unless the animal is
both on a leash not exceeding two meters in length and is under proper control.

d) “CAO” is the person appointed as the Chief Administration Officer, or the
Administrator for the Village of Meacham or his/her duly authorized representative
or designate;

e) “Cat” is every cat or kitten of either sex of the feline family;

f) “Dog” is every dog or puppy of either sex of the canine family;

g) “Dog Run” shall mean a permanent structure outside of a residential dwelling unit,
including a fence used for the containment of a dog;

h) “Grandfathered” shall mean a provision used as a compromise or out of practicality
to existing conditions, prior to the bylaw coming into force on the number of dogs
and cats until the limits on the number of dogs and cats are met as per this bylaw.

i) “Judge” shall mean a provincial court judge or a justice of the peace.

i) “Municipality” shall mean the Village of Meacham.
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k) “Municipal Office” shall mean the office of the Village of Meacham, located at 117
1° Ave.

I) “Owner” includes: A person who owns or who has possession of, or control over, or
feeds an animal; and the person responsiole for the custody of a minor where the
minor is the owner of the animal.

m) “Pound” shall mean any property, area, or establishment, as deemed by Council for
the temporary housing of stray animals or animals running at large.

n) “Pound Keeper” means a person, corporation, society or organization as may from
time to time be appointed by the municipality for the purpose of capturing, and or
retaining any impounded animals pursuant to this Bylaw;

0) “Public Playground” means the area containing playground equipment in any park
or any Municipal Reserve owned by the Village or under the management and
control of the Village;

p) “SPCA” shall mean the Humboldt & District SPCA or the Saskatoon SPCA.

Part Ill - General

4. Severability
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or other portion of this bylaw is for
any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by a Court of competent jurisdiction, that
portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and the holding
of the Court shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the Bylaw.

5. Quarantine of Sick Animals
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Bylaw, where any cat or dog is suspected of
having rabies or other life-threatening disease, it shall be isolated and may not be
claimed, destroyed or otherwise disposed of except after notice to the Medical Health
Officer and then only in compliance with the directions of the Medical Health Officer.

6. Liability
No liability whatsoever shall be attached to the Village of Meacham, the Bylaw
Enforcement Officer, Animal Warden, Animal Control Officer, Pound keeper, Peace
Officer or any other person acting under this Bylaw and in good faith, arising out of the
capture, seizure, retaining, impounding, failure to contact the owner, sale or destruction
of any cat or dog.

Part IV — Licensing

7. Licenses and License Fees
a) Every person within the municipality who owns or keeps a dog over three months
old shall obtain an animal license from the Municipal Office.
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h)

Every person within the municipality who owns, keeps or feeds a cat over three
months old shall obtain an animal license from the Municipal Office.

The license fees are set out in Schedule “A” attached;

The registration of the dog or cat will be recorded on an excel Animal License spread
sheet, a numbered tag will be issued and recorded, the payment receipt will be the
license and shall state Dog or Cat License, animal name, owner name and address,
and the tag number;

License fees are due annually on January 1* of each year, licenses shall be in effect
from the date of purchase until the 31" day of December of the year purchased, and
shall not be pro-rated.

The license is not transferable from one animal to another.

Every person to whom an animal license has been issued under this bylaw shall
cause the animal to wear a collar to which the license tag issued by the municipality
is attached;

A person residing in the municipality, who owns, possesses, or harbours any animal
and neglects or refuses to take out a license shall be deemed guilty of an infraction
of this bylaw.

Part V — Regulation of Animals

8. Dogs Barking or Howling

a)

b)

c)

d)

f)

No person who owns or keeps a dog or allows it to stay in the owner’s premises shall

allow such dog to bark excessively or howl excessively;

Any person who allows a dog to bark or howl excessively shall be deemed guilty of

an infraction of this bylaw;

Any person who hears a dog barking or howling excessively and can positively

identify the animal, can file a written complaint at the Village Office. Written

complaints must include information as set out in form 1, attached to this bylaw;
The municipality may issue a written order if there is anything in the physical

environment that the dog is being kept in that can be remedied that would prevent

said dog from barking or howling;

The municipality may by written order or apply to a Judge to have a dog that barks

or howls excessively, at the owner’s expense, muzzled, fitted with a collar or device

that deters barking or permanently removed from the municipality; and

The municipality may issue a written infraction notice, in the appropriate Municipal

form, under this bylaw or the Municipal Noise Bylaw.

9. Running at large and prohibited areas

a)

No animal shall run at large in the municipality;
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10.

11.

b)

d)

f)

If an animal is found to be running at large the owner shall be deemed to have

permitted the animal to be at large unless the owner proves to the satisfaction of

the court that at the time of the offence the owner did all that was reasonable to

prevent the animal from being at large;

Any person who sees an animal running at large, and can positively identify the

animal, can file a written complaint at the Village Office. Written complaints must

include information as set out in Form 1 attached to this bylaw;

The Animal/Bylaw Enforcement Officer or any other person designated by the

municipality will attempt to capture any animals found running at large and place

them in the municipal pound; and

Any animal found running at large that attacks or bites a person shall be dealt with

as per the requirements of Part XII Division 5 of the Municipalities Act Dangerous

Animals.

No person shall permit a dog or cat to be:

i On any public playground

ii. On public Ball Diamonds or Soccer fields

iii. On school grounds

iv. This section does not apply to a person who owns and is physically reliant on
a trained service dog used to assist such a person.

Prohibited Animals
No person shall own or harbour any animal, or hybrid of any animal, of the kind listed in

Schedule C for any purpose

Dangerous Animals

a)

b)

Dangerous Animals in Saskatchewan are governed by provincial legislation and all
owners must comply with this statute or any orders under this statute. For
provincial regulations please refer to The Municipalities Act, Part X11, Division 5.
Any animal declared dangerous, pursuant to The Municipalities Act, Part X11,
Division 5 shall be licensed according to Schedule A attached.

The owner of any animal declared dangerous, pursuant to The Municipalities Act,

Part X11, Division 5 shall

i Display a sign on each entrance to their premise and any animal
enclosure on the property warning of the presence of a dangerous
animal, the dimensions of the sign to be no less than 8 X 10 inches.

ii. Ensure that the animal is fitted with a proper muzzle and controlled
by a properly fitted body harness and leash on every occasion that
the dog is off of the owners’ property.

iii. When the dog is on the owners property it must be contained in an

enclosure with the following criteria:
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a. The enclosure must be constructed of wood or any other material
of sufficient strength to confine the animal and ensure the
prevention of entry by children or youth.

b. The entrance to the enclosure shall be locked or fastened in a
manner that prevents the animal from escaping and prevents the
entry by children or youth.

c. The enclosure shall have a top secured to the sides.

The enclosure shall have a floor secured to the sides or the sides
must be embedded into the ground at a depth of no less that %
meter.

e. The enclosure shall previde protection from the elements, provide
adequate light and ventilation, and be kept sanitary at all times.

12. Nuisance Prohibited
a) No owner shall permit or allow their dog to become a nuisance to a person or
another animal. For the purposes of this subsection a nuisance includes, but is not
limited to, the following:
i. Running at such a distance from its owner so as to be incapable of
responding to voice of sight commands.
ii. Doing any act that injures a person or another animal.
iii. Chasing or otherwise threatening a person or another animal.
iv. Biting, barking at or chasing bicycles or motor vehicles
V. Excessive barking at or howling or otherwise disturbing any person or
another animal.
Vi. Causing damage to property
b) No owner shall permit or allow their cat to become a nuisance to a person or
another animal. For the purposes of this subsection a nuisance includes, but is not
limited to, the following:
i Howling, hissing or making other disruptive noises
ii. Biting, scratching, or clawing a person or another animal
iii. Urinating, defecating or spraying on any property other than the property of
the owner
iv. Feeding outside, or leaving food outside
c) Any owner who fails to immediately restrain or rectify the nuisance situation as
required by clause 12(a) and 12(b) is guilty of an offence and in such an event, an
Animal Warden, Bylaw Officer, Pound Keeper or Peace Officer may seize and
impound the animal.
d) Any contravention of clause 12(c) shall also be guilty of an infraction under this
bylaw.



Bylaw # 2-22 Animal Control Bylaw

13. Owning or Harbouring of dogs and cats

a)

d)

e)

f)

g)

Duties of Owner — A person who has ownership, possession or feeds an animal

i. Shall ensure that the animal has an adequate source of food and water

ii. Shall provide the animal with adequate medical attention when the animal is
wounded or ill

iii. Shall provide the animal with reasonable protection from injurious heat or
cold, and

iv. Shall not confine the animal to an enclosure or area with inadequate space
or ventilation, unsanitary conditions, or without an opportunity for exercise,
so as to significantly impair the animals’ well-being.

Limits on number of dogs and cats per household.

i Two (2) dogs per household

ii. Three (3) cats per household

iii. A maximum of two (2) dogs and three (3) cats per household

iv. After 8 weeks of weaning of puppies and kittens, the puppies and kittens are
to be removed from the household; the keeping of a puppy or kitten has to
meet the two or three limit criteria set out in 13(b)i, 13(b)ii, and13(b)iii
above.

Owners that have more than the limits specified under section 13(b) prior to this

bylaw coming into force are deemed “grandfathered” until the limits under section

13(b) are met either through the death or removal of the animal or animals.

The appointed Pound Keeper is exempt from the limit on dogs and cats impounded,;

but is subject to comply under section 13(b) for ownership of their own dog(s) and

or cat(s).

Where an owner possesses a dog that displays outward signs of aggression such as

threatening, barking, growling, snapping, lunging, frothing at the mouth, etc., such

owner shall ensure that the dog is properly restrained, contained or muzzled

whether it is on or off its own property; and,

Where a dog displays aggressive behaviour as described in section 13(c), the owner

shall ensure that proper precautions have been taken to prevent the dog from

escaping from its harboured property and that children of tender age cannot gain

access to the property or the dog.

Where a municipality believes an owner has not taken the necessary precautions to

contain an aggressive dog as required in subsection 13(f), the municipality may issue

a written order requiring the owner of the property to remedy any lack of physical

containment as identified by the municipality;

Any order written under subsection(g) is not limited to the following but may

contain any or all of the following requirements:
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i. Repair or construction of a property line fence;

ii. Repair or construction of a dog run with a secure top/roof;

iii. Physically moving the dog run or containment area of the dog from one area
of the property to a more suitable area on the property;

iv. Locking of perimeter fences or dog runs; and

V. Posting warming signs on the perimeter of the property advising the public of
the presence of a dog of an aggressive nature.

14. Litter Clean Up

15.

a)

c)

If an animal defecates on any public or private property other than property
belonging to the owner of the pet, the owner of the cat or dog shall remove the
defecation immediately.

Any person who owns, possesses, or harbours an animal and fails to remove the
defecation as set out in Subsection 14(a) shall be deemed guilty of an infraction of
this bylaw;

This section does not apply to a person who owns and is physically reliant on a
service dog trained and used to assist such person.

Accumulation of Animal Feces

a)

b)

c)

d)

An owner or occupant of private property must not allow animal feces to

accumulate on the property so as to create a health hazard.

Any person who owns, possesses, or harbours an animal and fails to clean up as set

out in Subsection 15(a) shall be deemed guilty of an infraction of this bylaw;

The Animal Warden or Bylaw Enforcement Officer may serve an owner or occupant

of private property with a written order to remove all animal feces from the

property within seventy-two (72) hours of service notice.

The municipality may hire a service to remove the feces from the property if:

i The person to whom the notice is made fails to remove the feces within
seventy-two (72) hours; or

ii. After reasonable inquiry, the whereabouts of the owner or occupant of the
property cannot be determined.

iii. The hire of a service shall be billable to the owner or occupant of the
property; failure to pay for the service is subject to Penalty, see Schedule D,

section e.

16. Orders to Remedy Contraventions

a)

b)

Inspections to determine if a written order should be issued under this Bylaw shall
comply and be carried out in accordance with The Municipalities Act.

A person may appeal an order given under this Bylaw in accordance with the
procedure set forth in The Municipalities Act.
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c)

d)

e)

The municipality may, in accordance with The Municipalities Act, take whatever

actions or measures necessary to ensure that an order given under this Bylaw is fully

complied with.

In an emergency, the municipality may take whatever actions or measures are

necessary to eliminate the emergency in accordance with The Municipalities Act.

Any unpaid expenses and costs incurred by the municipality that an order given

under this Bylaw is fully complied with may be recovered either:

i. By civil action for debt in a court of competent jurisdiction in accordance
with The Municipalities Act; or

ii. By adding the amount to the taxes on the property on which the work is
done in accordance with The Municipalities Act.

Part VI — Seizure, Impound and Destruction of Animals

17. Pound/Pound Fees

a)

b)

The Animal Warden/Bylaw Officer may take any animal found running at large to the

municipal pound where it shall be kept for a maximum of forty-eight (48) hours

unless the owner, possessor, or harbourer redeems the animal by paying to the

Village:

I The applicable pound fee as set out in Schedule “B” for the care, food, water
and keep of each animal; and

ii. All related fines assessed against the animal; and

iii. In the case of an unlicensed animal, the required license fee for the
impounded animal.

The municipality may, in its sole discretion, euthanize, find a suitable home for or

turn over to the SPCA any animal which has not been redeemed within a maximum

of forty-eight hours. The CAO or Bylaw Enforcement Officer my turn an animal over

to the SPCA before this period expires if it is determined that the municipality

cannot sufficiently provide for the animal’s wellbeing or security.

Part VIl — Violations

18. Violations

a)

b)

c)

Except as otherwise provided in this bylaw, every person who contravenes any of
the provisions of this bylaw is guilty of an offense and liable on summary conviction.
In the case of an individual, to a fine of not less than the mandatory minimum fine
prescribed is Schedule D and not more than $2,000; and

In the case of a corporation, to a fine of not less than the mandatory minimum fine
prescribed in Schedule D and not more than $5,000.
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19.

d)

f)

g)

h)

i)
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Notwithstanding Section 18(a), if no Notice of Violation has been issued for a period
of three years or more in relation to a contravention, then a subsequent
contravention of the section of the bylaw is deemed to be a first offence.

Any person convicted of an offence under Section 10 shall, within ten (10) days
thereafter, deliver all animals of the kind listed in Schedule C owned, kept or
harbored by that person to the Animal Warden, Bylaw Enforcement Officer, or
Pound keeper and they shall become the property of the municipality and shall be
given to an approved agency, the SPCA or humanely euthanized.

Any person who fails to deliver an animal as required in Subsection 18(e) is guilty of
an offence and liable on summary conviction to the penalty contained in subsection
18(b) and 18(c)

At the discretion of the Bylaw Enforcement Officer, a warning ticket may be issued
for contravention of any of the provisions of this bylaw.

A violator of this bylaw, upon being served with the municipality’s standard Notice
of Violation may, during office hours, voluntarily pay the penalty at the office of the
municipality.

Fines may be issued consecutively, not less than thirty (30) days apart.

Part VIl — Repeal of Previous Bylaw

Repeal and coming into force and effect
a) Bylaw 5-17 of the Village of Meacham is hereby repealed.
b) This bylaw shall come into force and effect upon the third reading and adoption by

Council.

Read a third time and adopted this 16" day of August, 2022.

77% ) .
Mayor — Travis Harriman

7’4///{!&&/

Administrator — Karen Cox
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SCHEDULE “A”
AMNNUAL LICENSE FEES FOR EACH ANIMAL

CAT - not spayed or neutered $30.00
CAT - spayed or neutered $10.00
DOG - not spayed or neutered $30.00
DOG - spayed or neutered $10.00
DANGEROUS ANIMAL $ 250.00

SCHEDULE “B”
POUND FEES

A. |IF HOUSED BY THE MUNICIPALITY ONLY
a) Dogs - $50.00 per dog plus $10.00 per day with a minimum fee of $60.
b) Cats- $50.00 per cat plus $10.00 per day with a minimum fee of $60.
c) Animals other than Dogs or Cats - $50.00 per animal plus $10 per day with a
minimum fee of $60.
B. IF HOUSED BY THE SPCA
a) All municipal pound fees shall apply in addition to any fees charged by the
SPCA
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SCHEDULE “C”
PROHIBITED ANIMALS

The following is a list of animals the keeping of which is prohibited within the Village of

Meacham

Vi.
Vil.

viii.

Xi.
xii.

Xiii.
Xiv.
XV.
XVi.
XVii.

XViii.

XiX.
XX.
XXi.

All animals being reared for the bearing of fur or food;

All animals whose normal habitation is outside of urban centers(such as fox, deer)
All Arachnids dangerous to humans (such as scorpions and tarantulas, except
tarantulas of the genera Aphonopelma, Avicularia and Grammostola);
Puppy farms

All Artiodactyius (such as goats, sheep, cattle, pigs and llamas);

All Canids, except the domestic dog;

Wild fowl or poultry

All Felids, except the domestic cat;

All Horses; other than horses in transit

All Insects being raised for the purpose ot profit or gain;

All Livestock

All Mustelids (such as skunks, weasels, otters and badgers) except the domestic
ferret;

All non-human Primates (such as gorillas and monkeys);

All Perissodactylus Ungulates (such as horses, donkeys, mules and assess);
All Pigeons (unless specifically approved by Council);

All Procyonids (such as raccoons, coatis and cacomistles)

All Raptors, diurnal and nocturnal (such as eagles, hawks and owls);

All Galliformes (such as chickens, turkeys, grouse, quails and pheasants);

All Anseriformes (such as ducks and geese);

All venomous Snakes, Reptiles and Amphibians;

All Viverrids (such as mongooses, civets and genets).

Pagell
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SCHEDULE “D”
MINIMUM FINES PURSUANT TO SECTION 14

Description of Offence 1°* Offence 2" Offence Each
Subsequent
Failure to License a Cat or $ 100 $ 200 $300
(@) | Dog (Section 7)
Running at Large S 100 S 200 S300
(b) | (Section 9)
Nuisance Animal S 200 S 400 $ 500

(c) | (Section 12)

Neglect or Refuses to
(d) | Clean up Defecation $ 100 $ 200 $ 300
(Sections 14 & 15)

Failure to obey order of
(¢) | Animal Warden or Bylaw $200 $ 400 $ 500
Enforcement Officer

Failure to comply to limits
(f) |on dog & cat numbers $100 $200 S300
(Section 13(b) i &ii)
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Form 1
Complaint Information

Date:

Animal: Dog, cat and description:

What was the animal doing?

Do you know who the owner is or the owner’s address:

If the animal is licensed — do you know the tag #?

Is this the first time you have witnessed this animal contravening this bylaw?

Your Name and Contact information:




